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this niJry patr of rg9111yerey1!e final of the \991cal

Woodworking Dcsign a Tot Cumpetition which 7ot off to a racing.start

Designed b.v Dr. P:l!!!o,llt,E",

at llembley in MarclL The Competitionwa!]p9!sor:!!!)
rt cnn see from the workmanship,Stanlev Tor.tls attd tts

these enh ants nere def initely formulntne

dcsign. r .ceItuat ing thc delai ls and
dist insui ihin!  0nc car l rom i ts
counrerPlr i

F o r  t h c . r r  l ,  , d i e s .  f \ \ u p i < ! L s o t
mahogan) .rnd l ime mersurjng 2 bl
2t!  b!  l3 in.  rrc i rced up true and
tenporar i l \  f i \ed i i ( ] .  b!  s ide. usirg
cuhcr nrn. r ,  r .  , i  .  ! lL !  rn, l  prpeL
'rn,1q ieh I  urrrns ih.  r !  .u tJnt hlock
o n i l s s i d e .  u i l r i p i u r \ i r g i l i g h t l )  a t
horh ends i i  cur out { i r }r  ihe b1l l1ds.1\\ '
TIe pieces lrc th.n \eprr i r te. i  and
alter swappnrg o\er Ine srnpr
reassembled and glued irnd clanped.

Thc axle holes are r  r" in.  diam€ter
and must be dr i l led bclore rhe b.rdi .s

, \SED on the modern
Formula One car thc
iu\ l i rposi ton of contrast ing
$.od recufs throughout the

ure cut to shape. lirst in side section
and then in pl:rn on the bardsrN.

SiInilaflv. thc cockpiis should be
brmecl (u; ing r  I  Lt in.  diamctcr.
sawtootb drill bit), before rhe car
bodies arc further shapcd and
smoothed \ ! i tb sPok.shale and

SDoilers
Hal ing attained t l  scmblance of

aerod-rnamic efficiency. the cars must
be fitted out1!ith spoilcrs. both fronl.
and rear agarn uslng a comDlnauon or

'Ihe front spoilefs are assenbled
ifd rhe lcadins edses chanrfered
sliehth. whedthe-rounded firs havc
be;n s'ccured they can be frtted into
halving ioir is cui lnlo lhe underside of

the car bodies. Thc rear spoilcrs are
inscrted inro horizontal slots lust
below the contrasting stripcs and madc
fnst with doweh and elue.

The air intakes arecarved fronl  the
sol id andbutted asainst the sid€ pieces
lvhich rre attached to the car bodies
using dowels and glue.

The engine itccess p nels are lso
made froir contrastillg timbers and are
f ixed in shal low rebates behind thc

N;!vfor  thc c lever  b i t :  the
\uspensiLrn unit  e pl , ' \ rd in mudcrn
r:cinc crrs rs repLicJttd bi  pr, lcct ing
four I  r in.  diJmclcr steel rod\ 3t
varvine anclcs from the car bodv 1() a :
wood; diac lhrough which dre r/r,in. i
diameter arle passes. Since ihis :
requires the aacuratc dr i l l ingof angled: 6l
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A\ilrnning Frnnula
hoLes in both the wooden disc and the
car body. drillguides must be uscd, in
this crse two Meccano wheels ol lhc
typc that can be held in placc rvith

Their positioning is important- They
are separated on the axie by the
wooden disc and a spacerwhich
determifles the distance between the
carwheeland body. The Meccano
wheel agairst the wooden disc is rhen
turned so thai a radial axis bisecting
two holes is directlv above the axle and
opposite a hole 'n the wheel adjacenr
to the car body.

With everything made secure, ihe
holes can be drilled and the sleel rods
temporarily fitted so that they can be
cut 1o lcngth. Thcy arc thcn withdrawn
and having disInanlled the guides
reassembled using two-part epoxy.

With the prototypes taking slrape,
finding suitable drivers becomes a
pressing need. To create a true
harmony between man and rnachine.
our A]ain Prosl  and NigclMansel l
must be made fron the same two
woods used in the rnanufacture ofthe

Having glued the mahogany and
lime togetherit is a simple turning
opcration using the contr st bctwccn
the two woods 1() cffccr thc likeness of

Thc visors arc wcdgcs ol'
ebonr/ glued in piace when nearl),
down to size to become flush
wben the drivers are turned to
their finished shape.

The whecls arc lurncd liom
roscwood- choscn nrorc for i1s
looks than its road holding ability and
they arc fixcd ro thc uxlcs with epoxy
allowing the axle to protrude so thar
spring hub caps caD be fitted. Steel
washers should be fitted between the
whccis and thc woodcn discs.

] 'he numbcrs and'V'  shaped
emblems on the rear spoi lers are
fabricated from contrasting veneers
and carefully let in flush with their
surroundrrgs.

Finally before takingthe cars on a
lr ial lap, thev should be f in ishcd of l
wi lh sanding sealer (which can be used
during assembll, to prevent the lime
marking),  wnewool and two coats of
D nish oi l .

Happy dr iv ing.

The dark rosewaod whee ls
give a realistic simulationof

wtoercctng ryres

The stcel rod for axles md suspersion
and spring hub c:lpsarcavailable from
W H.rbby L1.1., Knights HillSquarc,
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Letters

BVIOUSLY you have naDy
ove.seas readern some of wbom,
like me, would ente. the rarious
comp€titions published in the

magarine if they we.e noa excluded by the
rule rBtricting the calchmeDt uea fo.
ot.i6. h the tine ripe for widening yofi

My {ife is an avid follorver of I ormula
One racing and a particular fm of Nigel
MSNU, so I limply bad to make the
Williams Renault featued in your Grand

I ued lime rood which is re$oDably
.bundant in this tre&, f.om a tree which I
had cul and s@sored. As a novice
woodporkcr,I loutrd it a fascinating
project, cutting and shaping and joi.ing the
component parts, so much so ihal I no$
intend to make a larS€r scale model.

J. E- Rait r (Qui an, Frcnee)

wE$ nl b take pur comaents on
baa and sce hov in fut!rc Ne can ertentl
ow campetitiaar to covet enthusi1:tt su.h

There rite however a nunber of Dtoblens
n doidplhisDa rula ) "here fiished
prokci arc requrcdo he vbmifledfol

ioiian wh to, sane readcrs rhere k a
tin! ldDse beforc rhev actut v rcceive Ihe
napa,ine and thus therc klinizd nncJor
the naknt. Eauatlv rcat1e6 taon fu,thet
auov suti a,Aut',atia, nai need to atto*
consi.lenble time for despatchinq a prciecl
ifit is to aftive in tine lot closinq date|.

The 1'sk of dahase to nodels, tu/nin&\,
carvings ot tots s of course qreatry

@

Dop us o line
Verv often ih€ articlesin rhe
ma;azin€ sftike a chord with
r€adors. Maybe you f€€lthat
we've got il wrong orlhar not
enouoh has been s.id abouta
panicular aspect orsubiect. lt
may b€thatyou know a better
way of doing something or
l6elrhat a different approach
would be bstter whatever
your comments, writeto tis
and let us know, addressinq
yourco.rsspondeneto:

Pretic.l Woodworking.
King'1E.ch:Iow.t

London AE1 gLS.
We pay t20 for the m6t
interesting letter ahrl El0fol

ihcrc8ed with the greatet .listante that thel
have to be sent un.l this k aot sonethinqthat
w can take responsibility fot. Sinilar
Dn'hlen\ art ly tn lhe rctunnx ofeniie\
ahd indccd lhi e^tru.oyi oldAspakhne
prizes and.nstriig thei sale anivat.

The onlr wr tound this fbr ech
edDetitiohs b ifoverceas enth6iosts un
\uhntentries tirouEh a ptay addrc$ ol
Janily orlaientls livlnE within !he cafthnenl
area nnkinE arrantleaeits with theh to do
so. Entriet 

-unrl 
polehtiat pizes woukl thcn

he knl b Iltu ad.lrcss-
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COMPETITION RESULT

Ni el Monsell's Willioms Renoult

PR.ACTICAL .WOOD\^/'OR.KING. 
AIJGIJST 1993

Formulo One rocin
Sponsored by Evo-Stik, this Formula One
event proved a great attraction to
modelmaking enthusiasts and there were 27
cars lined up on our starter's grid when the
competition was judged at the Wembley
Exhibition. Here Richard Blizzard who

EVO-STIK
GRAND PRIX RACING
CAR COMPETITION
RESULTS
First prize f600
F.J. Price (South a m pto nl
Second prize f400
A.L. Pretswell (Ros/in)
Third prize f300
R.A. Stu rma n (Attleborou g hl
Fourth prizeE2OO
D. Hind lLiverpooll

Runner-up prizes
Evo-Stik products to the value of f25
T.Berry (Lerwickl S. King (Lake)
W. E. Blackman (Gravesendl D. A. Neil l  (Ludlowl

L. D. Forward (Torpointl AbbeVl
F. Galley lDownham Marketl D. J. Rees (Ammanfordl

W. Burston lLiverpooll
P. Farr (Milton\

R. G. Grace lBristol l
C. Greenaway (Bou rnemouthl
C. Hassall lBury St Edmundsl
C. Hobson (Colnel
H. Kay (Southport)
D. Kettle (Derehaml

D. A. Powers (Barfordl
R. Ramshaw (Newtown

F. Russell (South Oxheyl
J. D. Swinnery (Helstonl
G. L. Todd (Erith)
J. Wil l iams (Newtownl
W. Williams (Ca erna rfo nl
A. Yates Worwichl

corcom itio
T has always been my
belief that the modern
car does not lend itself to
modelling in wood in the
same way as do cars of
say, 60 years ago. For

example it is far easier for me to
visualise the crafting of a 1930
Blower Bentley than the slim
streamlined shapes of today's
Formula One machines. I was
therefore a shade doubtful when
this project was suggested to me
by the Editor, but as usual he
was proved right, and the cars
that were displayed at Wembley
were simply beautiful.

On these occasions I am
always relieved to have the
assistance of the other judges as
the job is extremely difficult.
However, we were all looking
for craftsmanship, technical
expertise. interpretation and
finish.

The judges have one
unwritten rule and that is we all
do our init ial inspections
independently and, after the
first round, we compare notes.
At this stage it is far from clear
who is likely to be a winner, but
it does give us the opportunity
to put the cars into groups. In
the last six competitions I have
always found that entries break
down into groups, and from
these, after much further
discussion and argument,
emerges the winning order.

I should like to mention the
real sense of anguish that we all
felt at the number of models
that were broken. I know it is no
compensation to those who had
a model broken, but while I was
on the stand, members of the
public all wished to express their
distress at the damage that had
occurred in transit to many of
the cars.

At the outset, we the judges
decided that no car would lose
marks due to such breakage.
Each judge was more than
competent to visualize what the

car had looked like when it left
its workshop, and as many of
'you know one of the 'crashed'

cars came second in the
competition. My only regret is
that we did not have the
opportunity to see the cars t-)
beiore they were broken. -'

Craftsmanship
It is good to see that we can

still produce some fine pieces of
craftsmanship. I do believe that
there is nowhere in the world
that can produce better. I
particularly loved the use of
different timbers.

Technical expertise
Rack and pinion steering,

independently sprung wheels,
movable wishbones suspension.
full engine details, and properlr
shaped front air foils. Nearly
every car had wheels that spun
beautifully on their axles, no
slop, just beautifully balanced.
Yes, they would have all passed.
the MOT. 

U

Interpretation
The judges spent quite a time

looking at and studying
photographs to determine whici
cars came closest to the correct
shapes. The greatest divergence
came in interpreting the shape
and proportion of the car's
'nose' and this was often a
deciding factor in where the
model was eventually placed.

Finish
This has improved over the

years and these entries showed
conclusively that this art is nou
well understood.

Perhaps I am biased, but in
my opinion all the cars entered
were not only beautifully madt
but all looked better than the
real thing!

Congratulations everybod ;-
Richard Blizza'
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