
TOYS

With the need to make evervthins small and
easily stored, there's a case for a pack-away l3ffl:a':,'"'::::"
doll's house, says Len Clarke, and he made it
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EW houses seem to get
smaller every year and so too
do little girls' bedrooms.
\\' ith such limitations in

::::|.:. lhi\ lov dolls'house was made
: ::. .,aJ ir in with modern l iving and
.  :  -J  ; . r .  \ cJ  away a f le r  p la )  rno
.  \  -  -  : . : \ -  n  on  ho l iday .  The fu rn i tu re  rs
.l i i  . i ..r::r! 'd to fit in the l id, leaving
n l . . : .  , :  roon le f t  to  add b i ts  and
: ' : i - \ : .  - - : l C r  O n .

I hc -, ' \ i tself is based on the
\\ ceiJ:r.: .uilcases that my father used
t,' nr., ir rr hc'n he was in the Royal
FIr i:r: ( .,r l:. He called them 'ditty

\,r. ' . . s r, 'nslr of course, but he had
rr.rn.:crr.J frr)m the Royal Navy, who
t'r'iorc I he s ar issued every sailor with
r $ (\rJ(n f 'o\ to put his personal
! ' l lcCl \  ln.

To m3hc \\ hat I have called Case's
C()tt i lsc- \ lart b\ cutting to size some
i rud  quu l i t \  '  : in .  mu l t i -p ly .  The
.ccrc l  ' ) f  r , ,ud  hor  mak ing  is  lo  have
c\er\ angl! 'njce and squaie. Form the
rc'bated joints as shown in the drawing,

and glue up the box as a one-piece
assembly. The lid can be sawn off and
cle lned up la ler .  but  remember i t  is
better to sand the inside surfaces
before gluing up as it is far more
difficult to do it later.

To give added strength to the case,
it is covered with fabric. In my case I
used a metre of unbleached calico
which I obtained from an old-
fashioned draper's shop.

In i t  ia l ly  you should srar t  by curr ing
the cloth to size with pinking shears.
Don't try to turn the edges over- you
only get wrinkles that way. Now
prepare your size - two parts pva glue
to one par l  warm water .  Pain l  lh is
thickly onto the wood, then with the
fabric rolled up, start at one end with a
large brush working out all the
wrinkles. Do the same on all the sides.
Now cut 2in. strips ofcloth and glue
the edges down, imoothing out;s
De10re.

When the glue is dry, give the
outside of the case about six coats of
gloss paint. I chose a bitter chocolate,
but  you may th in k  somethine a h i t
brighter is rieeded. Lerve a Jav
between coats and about a we6k for it
to really dry out. The inside I coated
with four coats of green emulsion.

When the paint  ins ide and out  is
dry, work can start on fitting out. Here
a sensib le precaut ion is  to  pul  a  p iece
of old caroet on the bench to Drotect
the finish6d surfaces.

Tbe easiest way to cut striD-wood is
to plane one edg6 of a thickiessed
board, cut off one strip on a bandsaw
or circular saw, plane the sawn edge
and then cut again for the next piece.
Do this until you have the required
number of strips for the floorboards
and beams etc, and remember to cut
one or two spares just in case you
make a mlstake.

I glued the floorboards down with
contact adhesive, whilst the upstairs
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jo is ts  and beams can be  cu t  to  length
and fitted with a touch ofpva glue as
well as one or two brass screws and
nails.

The ladder giving 'access' to the
upper floor was made in the simplest
of wavs with the two side Dieces not
only 6eing shaped up togrtther to
ensure similarity but also dril led
through at the same time for the dowel
treads.

The fire surround was formed lrom
a block of hardwood cut to shape and
with the hole for the fire chiselled out.
The im i ta l ion  s tonework  above i r
made by laping two pieces oI wootJ
tosether wilh double-sidetl taoe and
th;n cutting ou1 the shapes as'if i t were
a jigsaw. The pieces can then be put
together as a single board with
contrasting colours and glued to a ply
DacKlng plece.

The fire in the hearth was madc
from a few twigs laid and glued on top
of each other a"s shown an"d a small
l ight bulb, set underneath and
connecled by discreet wires to a
battery hidden in the cuoboard.
provicies the effect of thA fire b;ing
alight in the grate.

The wires from this l ight as well as
l rom the  ce i l ing  l i sh t  o f lhe  s round
floor are fed aslnconspicuoisly rs
possible to the wardrobe, whic'h is a
fixed item screwed to the back wall.

The oak door is again made out of
strip-wood, and althbugh the catch
was a bit of a fiddle to make I thought
it worth it. A friend gave me the idea
for hanging the door with the hinge
Dins  be ing  fo rmed l rom bent  DoD r ive ts
hnd the hinges themselves foimid
from strip metal screwed onto the
door.

By gluing a postcard ofa street
scene behind the door and behind the
window frame (again made from strip
wood) you can add a sense ofdepth to
the toy and give ifa location.

The lid is l ined with a sreen baize
and an interior l id of 7sin. ply added to
be retained by small brass turn catches
on a 3/e by 7zin. rebate- One young
lady who played with the cottage told
me that this was a walled garden, and I
have to admit that didn't Sbcur to rne
before.

All the framework, front door and
o lher  in te r io r  t i t l i ngs  were  g iven two
coats of polyurethane befoie final
fixing. It only remained to screw on
the protective brass corners and
suitcase catches.

An incidental thought which occurs
to  me is  tha l  s ince  th is  type  o f  box  is
very strong you could make a handy
toolbox the same way - in fact quite
strong enough to be sat upon. hlt
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