
TOYS

6*iE\
"wooD-
W(nIIING

@
.: 1993 ̂ .r
\?p Et rr)ztrunv

HOUStr
F o o f 5 3 3 t 1 6 0 x 1 2 7 m m

Keeping children
amused is not always easy
especially if they are of
different ages or stages of
development. A.J. Jeffries
overcame this problem in a
novel and exciting way with
this delightful fun house
with all its attraction of
colours, shapes and puzzles
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HAVE two childrcn ofdifterent
ages and I often havc trouble in
finding a toy suitablc for rhem
both to play with. I rherefore
desiqned a tov that would siv, lesign(J aioy thar woul, l  g i

(

- uEsrl.a[(q a (rY rnar woulo elve
as manr farets ofDl. iy rr  oossiblc6ased
on the airnple 'dei oir hJuse.

It isa multi-activitv housc carerinc
for the needs ofchi ldren ofal laaes'
and includes activities both
educai ional and srmplv fun. Thc s(oDe
for includine vanouidrhcr uame5 or i
tbe cubes is;normous and i,ilt be
largely a matter ofpersonal choice. Il
isforthat rcason lhat the drawinss
show only selected faces from rh;
cubes since ro illustrarc them allwould
be repelitive and lurgely irrelevant.

The frame
The housc frame is made from 9mm

plywood. Assemble the ground floor.emble the eround floor.
mark out tie positions 6f
the sid€s and centre
supports on the basc and
cut the hole on the lcft
hand side for the dowel
to support rhe chimney.
Glue and pin the sides
ano centre suprrorls at
rightanglcs td thc base
and insert lhe archcs
5mm from the edgc
Detween thc centre
suPPorls and glue in

second floor€an be cul and set
in position as shown wilh the quadrant
moulding aiding the securing oflhc

fhe incltsion of aclo., oohenont ot the
house gtuestn educatlonEl int6r.st lot tho
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fhree faces ol the cubes prcvi.le NuhbeE arc also carere.l lor in
the same wav as the alohabet,

Simple toys made to suit the
ope1inss ot the shape sotrar.
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H.rdboard pins !c! as door

D@r.lide. 179 : 20 x gmD

Dr.w .!i!rble !ict!6 and
divide into folr and iBcd
onto @h lop wnen oubes

CUBE I
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her  Drawsunab lepcrurconro
p ly then f  poverand

PEOPLE AND CAR
Whilst situpleligures can be madeto suit the
(tass.sectbhs requied rotthe apentnqs of
me shape soder. anathet simFtte fun house
atcessoty tslhecat with catespondino sloE
lat the figLtes rhe cat, af cou rye, .an Ee
p.t t et1 out al the way in the g arage.
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Roof, clock and chimnel
Althoush rhe roofaDDelrs tL '  be a

soLid hloLR i t  is in tact i i r  t rom one
piece ofpine and thcn re,cur to form a
lrgsau. Mark Uut rhe shapes ls shnwn
or roughly along rhose l ines
rememberingthat tbe picces do need

For thcllock face I used a piece of
mahoSany and cut oDt lhe hands from
3mm pl la ood. Dri l la hot(  5mm
diameter and about 6mm deeD in the
centre ofthe facc and secure ihe hands
with a rivet.

The chimney is rnade from a 22mm
dowel sct in the basc runnins uD
throueh a blockofpinc. Cutlhis in
one block, driU thr;ush and rhen cut it
into thc smaller blocka ro give ir its

Making the cubes
Now\le come to thc cubes

themselves, which as previously
m€ntroned, are open to awide variety
oi eames and amusements as well as an
array ofcolours to suir the individual.
The bottom ofthe cubes in everv case
are plain and the tops share a co;mon
motif in thc form ofa London bus
q hi(h di \  idcs roushly Inro ouarters
and makes up rnto-a tut t  pic iure $ hcn
the cubes come togethcr. as shown in
the nhotosraph. 
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Cuhe l ; lso fcr!ures an rbrcu\ $ i rh
steel rods run throuAh coloured beads
lct into the sides of thl] cube at 20mm
ccntres. Another thing to fascinare the
kids is the roller ball faaturer this is cut
out carefully with a frersat! and edqes
well snoothed wirh sandpaper. Cui a
25mn wooden bal l  in halfand dr i l la
hole in the centre 2.-5mm diarnerer and
5mm deep. Thread thc steel rod
through a lommwooden bead so that
it is loose and casilv moved. Push one
halfofthe wooden-ball onro one end
ofthe rod. put through the channel.
and push the other halfbatl onro rhe
remaining cnd. Do nor fix rhe resin
onio the ball until you have finished
parntlng the cut,e.

Thega.age
The garrge , loor prcrure puzztc i5

,rgrrn srmply made wrrh i t  cenrral  rod
and magnets and washers to hold the
sect ionsoidoorin placc c\  shown rn
Ihc drawing. Select a rhcme to suir
yourselfsuch as the clown as shown
nere or another playful character.

After )'ou decidebn your own
themes anLl qames dLr make sure thar
I  ou f in i \h $FU wirh sandpaper ro avoiLl
any chance ofsplinters and also be
surc lo use non to\ jc pl l inrs for the
brighr l)  coloDred t iniah.
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