
TOYS

go back to my own
childhood in order to coniure up the
essentials needed for maiimurnplay
appeal. First of all, access to the
in ler ior  is  necessary.  which mean.
large windows and doors. 'Open air'
park ing on the roof  helps in  th is
respect .  Something unusual  would
please, for examplE, slopes and
corners to drive up and around and a
flight of steps as in a multistorey
car-park, Then, ofcourse, it must have
an office somewhere and space for this
was prov ided under  the end s lope.
Witli a wide range of accessoriel
available from, for example, W.
Hobby Ltd., such as petrbl pumps and

End walls
The two end walls were marked out

and cut to size, but at this stage, the
small lower window positions were left
until the slope and flieht of steps could
be tried in piace. Len-gths of 34 by r:in.
softwood strip. glued and screwed to
lhe inner side oI each wall provided
support for the first floor and roof. as
well as strength.

Floor and roof
The straightforward task oI cutting

ITH a request for a toy -
in this case, a garage -
my thoughts immediately

st ick-on posters etc . ,  rea l ism is  qui le
easy to alhieve in the finishing
process. If as is quite probable. the roy
is to be 'handed-on' some day. it must
be strong enough to survive.

Making a start
I began bv drawing mv usual rough

sketch-of th6 design ind-decided upon
Ihe overall dimensions. From this, I
found that I would need
approximately 16 ftz of 3/oin. (5 mm)
plywood. To strengthen the assembly.
I needed about 22 ft of Thby hin. (22
bv 13mm) softwood striD. This was
aLtually t/aby Vzin (19 liy 13mm)
when checked and the latter
dimensions are used throughout.
Other sizes of strip can be used. but of
course allowances will have to be made.

Base
Cut [irst. the base was left slightly

oversize ro enable it to be finished
exactly to fit the completed top
structure when screwed to it from
below.
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these two Dithese two pieces to size followed. and
by tilting the floor, the end walls.coul,

placing a lenqth of softwood strio un
ihe en-d wall 

-and 
by markins it where rt

met the prepared Diece at tf ie toD ar
the base-al the boitom, allowinefor

by marking it where
t piece at the top and

the 3/rein thickness ofthe Dlvwo;d
slope of course. The brow of the slope
and one of the supports were qlued '

and screwed to tlie wall from 
-

inside and a plvwood slooe
planed to fitihe angles ai
top and bottom

the end walls could# i;;;;E Ji; iil;io;;;;i;;i..
them at the rear. A lerigth of 3/+ by
7zin. softwood was slu;d and scrdwed
under the roof at th6 front and rear to
strengthen it.

Lower slope
With the walls and floor looselv

assembled, I could now determine the
slope details. Having decided that the
top of the slope should be rounded-off
for better effect, a suirable softwood
offcut was cut to size and olaned
through.with the grain uniil it provided
a smooth continualion between the
top of the slope and the floor leve.
Tlie supports'for rhe straisht Diece of
the sloi6 could now be deierririned by
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Rear wall
The rear wall was marked out and

cut next, to over lap the floor at each
end by 3/roin, in order to accommodate
the thickness of the outer walls of the
slope and steps. I decjded ro leave lhe
position of the rear windows until rhe
roof slope location was known exactly.
A shby'Yrin. support for lhe floor as
wel las one at  the base were addec.

Stairway
Two lengths of 3/a by Tzin softwood

were cut to fit asainst and under the
edge of the flooi and angled to fit the
base. With the aid of an adiustable
bevel, seven slots to take tlie 3/rein
plywood treads, were marked out then
cut. When satisfied that the assembly
was aligned correctly. it was glued 

-

Lower front wall
With the garage beginning to take

shape. it wai tim-e ro idd the'lowe,
front wall and with an idea runnine
throlgh my mind for incorporatinI a
clock in the centre, I carefullv left a
circular extension above the iloorwav.
Lengths of 3/r by Vzin were then glueil

Outer walls
Now that the Dositions ofthe sk

and steps were linown, it was quitr
easy to mark out the two outeiwa
and cut them to shape. The flight r
steps was then glued and screried
wail and the reitaining slope suDp
and a short floor supo6n added'tb
outer wall of the slobe.
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and screwcd ins idc ;  thc  top  lcng th  to
support thc first f loor and two sltort
lcngths at the base. rouncled oll irt thc
r l r r r r r r  l r  lo r  sa le l t  l t t : , .1  . rp fc ,11 ;1n . . .

Upper slope
Again I decided that thc slop!'

s l t r ru l r l  n r r t  l l r r<  i r  s l ta r l r  ec l l c  r r  j te re  i t
rnct at thc roof. By clrarving on papcr
thc actual slope and curvc rccluirccl tO
run on to the roof, thc neccssar)'
th ickncss  was ob ta incd  fo r  an  o f l cu t  to
bc used to form the l)row ol the slopc.
A I by %r,in strip. of a length ct;ual kr
the  w id th  o f  the  ho lc  p rcv ious lv  cu t  in
the  roo f .  was  then g lucd  on  top  a t  one
cnd o f  thc  o t fcu t .  Thc  brorv  o f  thc
skrpc rvas norv formccl bt plirnine
through and when comple le  .  i t  * 'us
glucti and scrervcd in posil ion irt thc
end o f  thc  ho lc  anc l  bcne iL th  the  r rx r f .
With the H6in plvwoocl slopc planctl
l r )  lh (  r r 'qu i r (d  l ruu lc .  i r t  e r rch  er r . l .  i t
was ncccssarv to cut thc top right hanrl
( , \n r ( r  lo  l i t  th ( '  roo l  .upP, ' r ' t  I ' e l i ' r ' , .  i t
would locate corrcctlv bctwccn lloor

Upper tiont
It remained now for the first f loor

frontage piece to be cut out with large
windows to provide access. A length of
-% by 7:in softwood was cut to fit
inside at the bottom to provide
anchorage. With the two bottom .
corners cut out to accommodate the
low wall at either cnd, the garage
construction was approaching the
finishing stage. The location of the
smal lw indor . rs  in  thc  end wa l ls ,  the
rear windows and the olfice door and
window could now be determined with
the  rwo s lopes  and lhe  n igh t  o fs teps  in
place. lncidentally. when cutting out
windows and doors. I cut right to the
line as accurately as possible which
means that they can be finished off by
sanding only.

Conrpleted components of  thc I
garage were now carefully pinned
together and placed on the base
correctly to enable holes to be marked
to secure the base to it. The holes were
dril led and countersunk. together with
the other screw holes required to
comple te  the  f i t t  ing  together  o I  thc
whole structure. Each component was
now taken off for the interior surfaces
to  be  pa in ted  and park ing  bay  l ines
etc . ,  to  be  added.

1. First floor cut to shape. Two slots are
for location of end walls.

2. A little tilting and twisting will locate
the floor through the doorways.

3. Rearwall positioned and lowerslope
crest added.

4. Construction offlight of steps on outer

5. Lower frcnt wall in place.
6, Upper front wall positioned,.and the 

aremaining items ready forfixino.

i r n d  h r o r v .  T w o  l e n g t h s  r r l  ' . r  h ;  r - i n
softwood provide support for thc
s lope.

Inner retaining wall
An inner retaining wall to hold the

slope support and to provide an exit '
doorway to the fl ight of steps. was now
designed and cut to shape. A vertical
strip of7+ by 72in softwbod was fixed
to the outer end of the wall to secure
it, with the top corner cut out to
accommodate the end wall roof
suppor l .  The lh ree  wa l l \  cnc lus ing  the

-4
4lr '/.

1off 534 by406by 5mm (?1 bylqqyalld pltl
2o f t  330by262by5mm (13by '105 / , bby r ^L in . )  p l y

[ir9! I]qo! 1 ofi 524 by 268 by smm \?9u1ubyl9.p\t "/:gl)llv
Roof __ 1off 371 by203byFmm [lzcqy q qy " c!!]

1 off 534 by 330 by 5mm (21 by 13 by 3/6in.) ply

!l qulgltryell 1 off_ 225 by 182 by sflll (8'hbylaj!y %s!l Ay
RHouterwall 1ofi 271by182by5mn, l l9::19!yl:19bv:49\fpl, l

285by  151  by5mm (11 r l aby55  6by34b in . )  p l y

LolrelllS!! '1 off 381 by 190 by smm (15 9y 71/?!ry3/16in.l ply
1off 381 !y173bysmn (15 !y q!4q !y "/,9!!l p

I'eadlJol slgp! Z!! lqly qtm.-. (?Ztpy 1by3/r6in.) ply
U!p9r!19p9_crj9t 1 

"!__PBll 44Dr' glt by 3 ov'(p!.) Sgly_o.gd ..
19y_9,9lcpe 9r9!t lgff fl lyrq l2.vtebJ]:4tl:4!) j9!y!9od
Petrol pu mp pl inths 2 off 137by25by19mq. (S3la-by1by3/ain.) softWood
Other materials required
3/4,5/s and 1/2in. suews, Tain. panel pins, glue, Ta by yzin. softwood strip, child-safe
paint, wood adhesive and f i l ler.
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find this an eniovable one - was to
glue and screri the whole thins
iogether. followed by making-sure rhat
all sharp edges and corners were
rubbed off on the exterior. With this
done, and all screw holes filled and
sanded down, the exterior painr iob
could be started. Asain a cbat of
primer and two coats of gloss were
applied with careful rubbing down
between coats.

Petrol purnps
To comDlete the effect. I decided

that the windows and doors should be
picked out with red paint, and the

petrol pumps, which had now arrived
bv post. be provided with a Dlinth to
iriciease thdir height. Araldite, bv the
way, was the adhesive used to fix the
pumps to the bases. All that remained
to be done now was to Dosition the.
structure on the qarage base. mark
care[ully around-witlia craft knife, and
finish the base to fit. Wirh the basc
firmlv glued and screwed. the edses
were-p-ainted to match the structrirc
and the pump bases were slued and
screwed-on fiom below- 

-

Clock
I had eiven mv wi[e a special brief

by this time. Shti had beeh 'instructed'
to keep a'look-out'for a larse tov
watch, while shoppinp, and ste camc
back with what oiirve-d ro be ideal for
the front of the Larage. It was a large
cheap plasric wri-st-riatch from whiih I
soon removed the straD and its
holders. A plywood disc was given the
necessary hole to take the back of the
watch and then Dainted red and the
watch glued in. The disc was elued and
pinned-in place to look ouite 6ffective.- 

The oosiers were sooi carefullv
applied and the garage stood
cilinplete. By this tirie of course. my
five-year olci grand daughter Emma
was lnslsung tnat garages were not Just
for little bovs to plav w-ith. so she was
allowed to perfoim irer own 'opening
ceremony' for my photogra_phic
recoro, pflor to the garage belng
delivered to its rishiful o-wner. "

Painting
After filline where needed and

careful rubbing down. a coat of wood
primer was apiljed to all interior
iurfaces. follbwed bv a coat ot'child-
safe' ie leadless glosi, well rubbed
down before a linal coat. Sellotape
was used to mask out the parking
llnes.

The main task remainine - and I
i E
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