
NUMBER STACK
This is a good educational toy that helps youngsters

to visualize numerical values up to five. Don't be
deceived by its apparent simplicity - it's not as easy
to make as it looks! The secret is accurate measuring

and dr i l l ing. A dr i l l  press wi l l  make the
job much easier but a hand-held electric dri l l , or even
a manual dri l l , is quite adequate, if you take your time

and work carefully.
Two choices of wood exist here - oine or

MDF board. Pine looks bettel but on a small-scale
project l ike this one is more diff icult to work

accurately than MDF board.
Whichever wood you choose, you wil l need

the same size board.
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Materials
1 x 5 0 0 m m x 2 0 0 m m x 2 2 m m

(1 ft 6 in x 8 in x % in) piece pine on
' l  x 5 0 0 m m x 2 0 0 m m x 1 2 m m

(1 f t  6 in x8 in x % in) MDF board
1 x  1500 mm x  l0  mm (5  f t  x%in)

dowel rod
Sandpaper
Wood glue
Varnish on
White universal undercoat and
Topcoat paint

Cutting the base
1. Cut a simple 401 mm x 71 mm (1 f t  3 in x
2% in) rectangle and draw pencil l ines on
the top surface as in diagram 1.

Cutting the blocks
The blocks need to be cut accurately: A
radial-arm saw or circular saw with a ouide

DIAGRAM 1

f i tted to the bed wil l ensure that the blocks
are the same size and square. However, if
you draw and cut the squares accurately,
this can be achieved with a hand saw,

2. Cut two strips 55 mm (2'/o in) wide. Set
your saw to cut 1 5 blocks, measuring
55 mm x 55 mm (2 ' /^ inx2 ' /o in) .

Dril l ing the blocks
3. For the blocks to fit easily over the pins, it
is essential that the holes are dri l led exactly
on the marks Mark and dr i l l  the requi red
number of  I4  mm (% rn)  holes through each
of the 1 5 blocks (diagrams 2-6).

You wi l l  need:
. 5 of diagram 2
.4 of  d iagram 3
. 3 of diagram 4
. 2 of diagram 5
. i of diagram 6
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