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|  ' i ; :  - !THESE t\4o anrusing l i t t le
!:, puzzles are a sinrplc wa) for a

I  smal l  chi ld to lcunl lbout'  :  hci-qht and shapc $hi lsr
ph) ing. Thc larger puzzlc is rhe
simpler ofLhc t \o in lhar i r  s{ans a1
onc end \ i th thc snral lesl  penguin rnd
sorks up io thc largesl one at the orhc.
end. Bul. as thc ligurcs are prinled on
bot lr  s ides. drc chi ld nusl nlso ! \ork
out which $'ay round thc penguin eoes
in order ro lnake it fil rn.

Thc snraller puzzle is .r littlc more
di l l icul t  b.cause the perrguiDs do not
ibl l  r  an ob\ ious pal lern. But.
al lhough Done ofthe pcDguins is the
saDr]j hcight. rher- can bc fcDro\cd
l-rori th!'base and slill bc anangcd in
ordcr ol-hcighl in a free'st.ndiig wirv
i f the chi ld $. ishcs.

)l.rking the puzzl€s
Ildh puzzles are nindc ouI ofbirch

t l )  \ i th lSmm thickncss uscd for the
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penguins themsehes; thesc re set
onto r lmIn ply backing board. The
o\cral l  dimensions are sho\n on rhe
dra\\ ings !lthough these arc to a l^rge
e\tcnl nrbjtar). It is impoflarl.
holrc!cr. to cnsure that thc puzrlcs are
sulllcic|Ll!' large to obviatc aDy
possiLr i l i ly ol  a chi ld choking on any of
dre picces i l  p laced in the rnourlr .

Ini t i r l ly the out l incs ofth.  penguins
.rrc dru\r on the pl) in pcncil $ith the
basc ol  lhcm being f lush $i th the
botlonr !'dge ofthe \ ood. Thc) \ ere
thcD cut oul. quite slo\\'ly. using a
ficlsa\\. I tound it helpiul in nrost
cnscs lo cut lhem out in groups of two
of tlnoc in the first instarrcc und divide
then up nrto snrgles aftenr,rds.

Ali.r snnding down ill drc poinled
bulks rnd smooding offthc ligures in
gcncral .  e\ery1hing $as scaled $i th a
rhinned-doNn coar of\ood sel i ler
nppl icd $irh a rag and lc l t  to dry-

Paint ing
Ini l in l ly I  Lrsed a thin coat ofwhire

paint ovcul l  (emulsion or non-toxic
acryl ics rrc t i rc) so that thc grain of
dre wood still showed thfough. Thc
charact!_r dctails ofthe penguins $crc
then pickcd out in black al lo\ \ ing a
thiD definition linc around rhc Ilippcrs

The backing board
Thc 3mm backing board was then

stuck orto rhe renraining oLrtline
lSmIn ply and sanded smoolh. The
backgfor.Lnd \\as painted on rNinS a
rhin coat ofblue for the skr.  nd $hite
$ irh bluc highlights for thc sno\!.
t \erylhiDg \ \as then sealed $ i1h No
or lhfcc coats olnon-toxic spfay nratt
lanr ish. with a f inal  l ight st lnding
!:i\en lo rhc finish. This is a
del ighr lul ly s imple toy to m.rkc yct i t
hrs cnonnous appeal fbr the children
as $cl l  as a subt le and hi-qhlt
bcncl lc ir l  educat ional content.  l t  is
nic\ tcnsr\e and can be qL, ickl)  made.
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