
Kidd ies

ride-on truck
Don Jordaan shows you how to
make a robust truck from easily
assembled sections, which wii l
al low chi ldren to play indoors i f
it s raining and outdoors when
the sun shines.

J you fo low ihe step-by-step nstruct ons
beloq you wil not only qet ihe
5atsf.ct ion of maf ng a sturdy trucf,  but

oi watch ng a ihe children havinq fun
r ding on it.

Preparation
. Cut a 5mnr deep x 6r.m wide groove

1smm frcm the bottom of the tlvo sides
as w€ll as the ta lgate. You can do this
with a bench saw, pfovided that you
ower the blade to protrude by only
5mrn and set the f€nce accordlnglJr

. ivark th€ position where the tvvo screw
hoes are to be drilled to fanen th€ c.b
fiont, the cab rcaf as wellas the taiqate.

. Dfiilth€se holer with a countersink dr I
bt  set.

.  Dri l la 6rnm hole on each side (50mm
iron ihe ends)as indicat€d i f  graphic 1.
Thes€ w lserve as th€ axle hoes.

. rrm the two sld€s 3 I round, us nq a
4,8rnm rounding-over cutter

. Now tr m on y rhe ong edqe! of th€
t: gate and then proceed by trimming

all around the roof.
. Adlust your saw to 75' .nd tr m the iop

and bottom oi the cab fiont as indicar€d
in gfaphic L

. Mark th€ position of the froni wifdow
onto the wood and then cur t out with

.  use 3 20mm spade bt to dr l the front
liqhts to a depih of about 3mm.

. Mark the position of the rear window
and thef cut it out.

. Tnm both sid€s of th€ tvvo wlndows with
th€ round nq-over cutter. Then trim the
upper l00mm edg€5 of the cab fronr as
wellas the cab rear This will be the area
th.t will protrlde above the sdes when
the tru* is assembed.

. G ue the poftion that was cut olt from
the front window to serve as . rad dtor
However, first make sure that th€
bevelled edg€s form a stralght surface.

. W pe off any exc€ss glue with a damp
cloth and a ow the radiator p ece to dry

. Trim the surround of the radiator wrth
the round ng-over culter

. Glue ihe bumper strip to rhe base, wipe
off dny excess glue and allow it to dry

. Tim the bottorn two edges of the bumper
str p, using the ro!nd ng-over cuiieL

. 5and allparts to a very smooih finish with
100 qit sandpap€r fo ow€d by 150 git.

Assembly
. Pl.ce all th€ paa6, except for the roof, n

a dry fit positlon.
. Ensirre th.t the ta lgaie is corrccr dnd

square n post ion and that the bdse f i ts

. Extend the two pilot hoes on each side
to a depth of 35mm.

. rnsert the screws to keep everyrhing n
positon, but do not tghten thern yer.

. Check that th€ r€ar cab ren on the base
s 260mm lrom rhe tailgdte.

. Extend the two pilot hoes per side to a
depth ot 35mm and nsed the scr€ws to
ho d it together

. Place ihe cab front in posrion, making
sure that the bottom edqe is flush wth
the end of th€ sides as weil as with rhe

. Aso extend the p ot holes n the sdes
of the front cab to a depth of 35mm
ano rnsen lne screws.

. Place ihe structure on B side, r€rnove
th€ screws and the one sde.

. Apply sufficent g ue to all parts that wl
make contacl with the side, b€fore
plac ng it back nto posltion. Also check
that it f ts we I before insert nq and
Ughtening the sx screws.

. Now place the nrucrLrr€ on its other side
and follow the same proc€dur€ as

. Turn the siructure upsde down and dr ll
two pilot hoes through the burnpef -

.  geNch saw

. Dr press

.  Colf ters nk dr i  I  bi t  set

.  I6mm & 20mm spade bi t

. Adilr5tab e c rc e cufter

.  4,8rnm rounding over cutter

.  Bandsa\1

. C arnps
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30mrn frcm the fiont edqe
. nsert and tighten lhe two screws
. Plac€ the roof in postion and caref! ly

drl the p ot holes ihrough lhe 'oof nlo
the uprlghts, us ng the counlefs nk sel

. apply sonre glue to the !pr 9h1s ..C
then fasten the rcof wth lo!. s.,er.s

. Use a damp clolh io remole €r(ess -o ue
and allow the rcof secl on ro o., oropery.

. Apply two coats of sand.q 5e. €t to all
pa.ts and dllow them :o c';

. Sand the truck glrt t, r. t. sore Lrsed
150-gr tsandpaper

.  F i l  in  the l ights by p.  n i  nq ov€r  thern
wth a lunr  n um or  s  ler  o i  n1

.  Apply one or  n\o coai !  o i  br  ghty
cooured .o. - :or  c  pa,nt  to  the df ierent
p: r ts  Re.nemb€i  rhar  i i  d5 love coours
like red. ve or.. qreen and blle

Making  the  whee ls
The lvhees ar€ the mon mportant pan ot
any mobrle toy. You can buy 90mm r€ady
rnade pastc or wood wh€e s at many
hardware shops or mak€ your own. The
fo owinq method wi produce very ttronq
wooden wheels that w even resst
bfeak ng under the werght oi any adu t
who rnay wsh to r de on the truck
. Use a pencilto divrde the 400mm x

100mm piec€ of Supawood lnro fou.
equalsquares of 100mm x l00mm

t Now m.rk the exact.entre of each square,
as lh 5 s wher€ the axle hole wil be drlled.

.  .se.(  a l6mm sp.de bi  nto ihe dr i l l

on y lmn, 1..  aie ! . .e ihar r ie oo.t  ot
lne spao€ Drt e. iar5 ataa: ,  r_ aaa_

45mm radlus. l t  5 mpon.. : : .  - : . :

sure that the long edge s po . :  " !
inwards so that the b€velled (,.c r -::

left on the €dge of the whee
. Clamp the SLrpawood onlo a wooci.."

facrng on the worklable of the dnll pre$
and adjust it so that the pilot bt ol rh€
rutter is exadrly i f  newththeplolho€
made by ihe spdde brt .

.  Set the dr l l  pres5 to a sow speed and
c.refu y cut : I six wheeh to a deplh of
about lSmm Note: don't try to ou/er
the cutter too qu ck y.

. Turn the Supawood ove( adlun the
position of the worktable so that ihe
pilot bit of the cutter lits rnlo the prot
hoe. Now clamp it into position and cut
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the ren of the way throuqh
. sa.d the wheels to a smooth fin sh.

Rernernber to give specia attenlion to
the outer edges.

. Apply two coai' of sanding sea €r to the
six u/hees. G ve the sealer sufficent t me
to dry before sanding the wheels lightiy.

. Apply one or wo coats of non-toxic black
paint and allow it to dry thorcughly

Attaching the wheels
. nsert one end of the 6nm rod nto a

domed cap slar lock, followed by a
wheel and then a wath€. Push th s
assembly throlgh the axe hoes of the
truck Now nsert another w.sher
fo owed by a wheel, wh ch can then be
closed off with a domed cap nar lock
You w I notice that the 'dome' of the
dom€d cap nar lock fits exactly lnto the
rccess made by the spade bit, givinq it
the appearance of a hubcap.

. Repeat this procedure for lhe oth€r set
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Al 20mm SA P fc
.  Sides:2 \  1,51.1f l f l  \  l lomm
.  C a b  f r o n t  I \  I g a l n m \  I 5 0 m r n
.  R € a r o f  c a b  I  \  I i 5 m f ;  \  l 5 0 n m
. Tai lCate I  x lS.an'r  . ; ' . rm
.  R o o f  l x  l 6 0 m r  \  l : i "
.  E u m p e r : I x l 5 0 n l i  i 4 l : r
Other nrater als
.  Base: I  \  6mm p y or SLroar. '  , i

( 4 2 0 m m  x  l 6 0 m m )
. Whcc s: I  x 32mm SLrpav,ood

{ 4 0 0 m m  x  l 0 0 m m l
. Ar les: 2 x 6mm rcund steel bar

l260mnr)
Sundriesl
.  4 x M6 cl  p on domed caps lor

the r !hee h!bcaps
. 4 x M 6 r a s h e r s
. I I x no I x 40mm Pozi dri!€ scrc\ls
.  I00 gr i  and 150 gr i t  sandpaper
.  C o d g u e

. Sand ng sealcr

. Non'tox c pa nt . alum n Lrm or silvcc
black and a variety of bright coours
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Graphic ' l r  A side view
of the ride-on tru(k.

Graphi.2: The undeEide
of the ride-on truck.


