
wooo ecr

Michael Engels
demonstrates how to
make a rocking horse for
the kids.

I decrded to use rhutteDy fo. thrs project,

I ahhough IMDF willwork wel on the body.
I Unfodunalel, the bow and the €qs do
ne€d something a little nronger, so MDF
will not do for these areas. lhave found in
previous projects that MDF could pullapart
if the rocking horse is dopped and shelving
pine tends to delaminate if not coffedly
checked for a good piece.

Assembly of horse
Start off by <utting your timber to the
various sizes, Draw the shape of a ho6e's
head onto the t mber, making sure that th€
holes for the eyes are a so incllded. Wiih
this done you can now use the jgsaw to
cut out the head.

Horseplay

Dnw the head and ne* of the hotseS'3rt th. prcjed by cutting a your
timber to slze - herc the |egs are
being cut,

. Primer and paint

. Wood glue

. Countersink drill bit

. Drill press

. Hole saw

. Router and round-over bit

. Paintbrush or spoiCe roller

. Countersunk screu/s (l8xl

. Jigsaw or bandsaw

. Igmm drl l  bit

. C,clamps

. Sandrng machine

cut out the head using a jigsaw
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.  H e a d  4 0 0 m m r 3 0 0 m m I x l

.  Ceftre support  200rnm x I25nrm
i Legs - 223mm x 90mm l4xl
.  Rocker -  900mm x l50.nm l2t l
.  Handle -  I  50mm (lx l
.  Mafb es {2xl
.  S l d e s  4 1 O m m  r  l r 5 m m  1 2 x l

.  S e a t  2 5 0 m m  r  l 5 0 m m ( l r l

.  ShoLrlder spa.er 45mrn
diameter (4xl

.  Rocker brace - l l5mnr x l00mm
(2xl

.  Jo f t  suppc.ts l50mm {2xl

wooo Drotecr

Now s d good time to rout a round €dge
onro the head rnakng sure you do not rolt
too far down the neck as th s wi look odd
onc€ rhe sdes are connected The iwo sd€s
now hdve to be marked on one sd€ where
the hole {or the locrtinq dowel i5 to b€
postoned Pace the on€ slde f  al  on the
work bench and poston the head and
.€ntre suppoir onto it, makinq sure that yo!
hav€ glue betw€en the surfaces be nq lo ned
Now posion th€ fex'r sd€ on top of the
head.nd centrc support and camp together
allow the g u€ to dry befor€ coninu ng.

once the workpece 5 dry use a dril press
to dr lthe 19mm holes through the sid€s
where the ocatinq dow-.k wi be postioned.
We us€d a dri press sothatthe dowelwou d
be positoned at 90'through the body,
th€refore, .lign ng the Legs. Use a coffee tin
or cor.p.ss to m.rk oLrt the ends and ihen
cut the qua.ter lhat s marked Rolt the sides,
but not on the sjdewhere the reat is go ng to
be attached. You can now drllth€ hol€s for
the eyes, hande and th€ locatjng dowelsthat
poriion the egs and shoulder discs. LJse the
hole saw to tut four dscs and once
completed sand away the rcugh edq€s.

The Vcky part now comes jnto p ay
because these discs now hav€ to have a
19mm hoe dr ed n the centre. Clt  oui
the four €gs and rout th€ edges before
dssemb y Onre dga n, and with even more
accuracy, the lgrnm hole has to b€ dr ed
^to the €qs as indicated. The 1gmm
:owel can now be p aced nto the body
:.d the shoLrlder needs to be q ued nto
:.ston Do not 9l !€ the eqs onto the
::r,r' vel a5 they need to move freely to
:.r l on th€ base onto th€ rockers. You
-ir  need to play around wth th€
::j t on nq lnti you are saiisfied.

3y th s po nt the two rockeE sho! d be
:-:  .J l  advse agarnst rol t ing the edqe
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Dn the holes for the eyes, handle and
the locating dowels that position the |egs
and shoulder dis6 using the hole sawl

Rout a rcund edge onto the head
naking surc you do not rout too far
down the neck as this wi look odd
once the sidet are connected.

Use the hole saw again to cut four
discs and then d ll a 19mm hole
through the cenve of each.

Gluing the sides for the ho'se body.

the head and sides together uting off-cuts to ptotect the wood.



Di a 19nm hole thrcugh each of the
legs for the dowels.

Using a bandsaw to .ut the rcund
edges ol the body of the rc.king ho6e.

Using the di prcssandthe19mmd ll
bit again, dtill through the ne<k and
sides for the dowel.

A rcunding-over bit it used to rcund
the shary edge of the hoEes' body.

ol ihe rcckers io a ow more space for the
q ue to cover The base n€eds to have the
holes dfil€d to allow you io quicky attach
th€ base to the rockers once you are
satirfied thar the legs are stting flush onto
the base YoLr can now put glue betw€en
the legs and the shoulder.nd cl .mp them
together making sure that you check lhe
postion of the egs again on the base to
ensurc ihe l€gs arc straight on the base.

You can now finish dil ng th€ holes
through the base to securc ihe egs onto
the base. The ast thing to do s cut out the
seat, rout the edges, sand and dr I two
hoes along a centre line rernembering io
counterslnk thern on the seat and sec!re
ihe s€atto the body. The paint ng process
obvioLrsly wou d be to pr me the wood
with a pink wood p m€r and th€n paint.

To be 3 ltile creatlv€, wool can be
glued onto the back of the h€ad/neck for
the horseb mane and also for. tail. aways
ensure that the qlLie being used s chld-
saf€ as they are going to try to pull out the
wool and wil probably ch€w on the glue.
Fof this reason I do not pui a ia or mane
on any of the rock nq ho6es I mak€.1

Sand all the pie.es of the ho'se belore Check that the dowel fits beforc
assembling the legt.

Aftaching the rocker b.ace to the Almost there - all that needs to done is
the fifting ol the maftlet for the eyes,
lifting the handle and painting.

Dilling the eye hole lor the ho6e.

Fifting the ba.k rccker b'ace to the legs.
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