
Colourful, intriguing and fun to make, tht
simple traditional toys are featured in the
accompanying plansheet as well as descr
David Bryant. They won't take you long t,
they are ideal last minute stocking fillers.

r simple so that not be a problem, but the balancing
around in 20 years time. The bond you can make them as last minute clown ior example rs less robust, so d,
between parents and children is also stocking fillers, though a couple are consider who you give the toys to.

t  
CHINESE TUMBLER 

tf l , :Hfr: .r inomon 
rrom o piece or beech zo bv 35 bv

;  _  . . ^  18mm (2 ' / .  by  1 ;z  by  /  " in )  cu I  ond prepored io  su i t .  Mount
THIS is  o  vers ion  o f  the  lodder  ioy  in  whrch  o  tumbl rng  mon th is  , ,nder  n  c i . i l r  o .e .ss  ond bore  two 'po io l le l  9mm (%in . )

' .  i  r . r r  r .  ,i i  somersou l ts  over  ond over  { rom rung to  rung.  l t  rs  no t  d i f f rcu l t  to  d iometer  bo les  ih rough os  lnd ico ted ,  ond then cu t  3mm' (%i r
i  moke but to be success{ul occurote iett ing out ond construci ion wide slots in from ei i l ier end to meei these. I  suggest you us€r i  i l r u K v  u u r  r v  u v  J U L L E T J T U T  u L L U r u r s  J s i l i l r v  v u r  u r r u  L v r r J i l u L i l v r r  w t o e  s l o l s  I n  T r o m  e t T n e r  e n o  T o  m e e T  T n e s e .  I  s u g g e s r  y o u  u s (

i  o re  impor ton t .  The lodder  rungs  must  o l l  be  poro l le l  to  one o ie r  ng  sow ro ther  thon o  cop ing  sow to  cu t  thJ ie ,  o i  th is  *' ,  
t t  |  |  F

ore  impor ton t .  The lodder  rungs  must  o l l  be  poro l le l  to  one p ie r  ng  sow ro ther  thon o  cop ing  sow to  cu t  these,  os  th is  w l
onother  os  ony  s lope tends  to  moke the  mon tumble  down o t  yo ,  o i  ge l  in  two th in  cu ts .  l i ' s  i i { f i cu l t  to  qe t  o  ch ise l  in  to  t

i r  on  ong le  ond lodge ogo ins t  one o f  the  pos ts  c leon up-o f te rwords ,  ond l found o  3mm th ick  eng ineers ' f i l e
The one I  mode,  shown in  the  p ic tu re ,  hos  s ix  rungs ,  bu t  i t  i s  I  wos  qu i te  o  good method o f  do ing  th is  though i t  i s  no t  reo l l y

probobly better to moke i t  wi ih on odd number such os seven, the r ighi tooifor the iob. Check th"e slots f i t  closely but not tc
os  shown in  the  drowing .  Th is  woy the  Ch inomon or r i ves  o t  I  toor " ly  over the  rungs  or  e lse  the  mon w i l l  tend  to  ro t t le  dow
ei ther  end in  on  upr igh t  pos i t ion

Assembly
Lodder Assembie the lodder ond runos ond check the Chinomqn

The lodder  cons is ts  o i  two upr igh ts  w i th  iherungs  { i t t ing  in to  tumbles  down smooth ly ,  round ing  over  the  rungs  loco l l y  to
mort ice slols, ond o bose f ixed ot either end. The lodder posis I  ossist this. Then glue i l -re lodder together mounied onto fhe
ore  mode f rom lOmm (3 /a in . )  squore  sec t ion  m-o ter io l  465mm I  bor " .  o t  e i iher  e"nd ,  remember ing  io  ensure  the  Ch inomon rs
(187ein. )  long.  Romin or  beech ore suggested for  these but  ony I  on the lodder befo ie f ix ing the l#er .  Wi th regord to f in ish I
good c lose gro ined hordwood wi l l  do The rungs of  the some I  ore{e,  o c leor  vorn ished lJdder ond the Chin lmon con be
moter io l  o re  9  by  3mm (% by  %in .  sq)  sec t ion  ond these t i t  in to  I  po in ted  to  su i t ,  ideo l l y  be fore  mount ing .  You con po in t  the
mor t i ces  cu t  in to  the  upr igh ts  o t  o  p i i ch  o {  57mm (2 / , in . \ .  Mork  I  iodder  i f  you  w ish  bu i  moke sure  the  odd i t iono l  fh ickness  o{  r '

rung pos i t ions  occuro te ly  on  the  upr igh ts  ond dr i l lond  cu t  I  doesn ' t  s iop  the  Ch inomon { rom iumbl ing  down.
the  mor t i ces  to  su i t .  Moke sure  o l l  the  runos  ore  o{  |

@
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cons is ten t  th ickness ,  bu t  morg ino l l y  over  w id th  {o r  the  9mm
holes  in  the  Ch inomon,  so  tho t  they  con be  rounded over  lo te r
w i th  g losspoper  to  su i t .

Nex t  p repore  ihe  two boses  wh ich  ore  
, l02  

by  90  by  16mm
(4 6y  3 /zby  %in . )  ond dr i l l  ond  cu t  the  lOmm (%in . )  squore
mor t i ces  to  su i t  the  ends  o f  the  lodder  upr igh ts .  F i t  the  lodder
in to  the  top  ond bo t tom ond ensure  every th ing  is  squore  ond
t rue  Do no  g lu ing  ye t  un t i l  o f te r  the  Ch inomon is  mode.
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- i . rOTHER t rod i t iono l  toy  tho i  o lwoys  fcsc ino tes  rs  the  mys ie ry  bo l l ,  v rh ich
s i ides  up  ond down o  p iece  o{  s t r ing ,  bu i  w i l l  s iop  onywhere  o t  your
commond opporent ly  de{y ing  grov i ty .  l t ' s  onother  s rmple  toy  to  moke,
ond i t  depends fo r  i t s  oc t ion  on  o  k inked ho le  ih rough the  midd le
where  the  s t r ing  posses  ih rough.  When the  s t r ing  is  pu l led  t igh t  the  bo l l
w i l l  lock  in  pos i t ion ,  bu i  when the  iens ion  is  re leosed i t  w i l l  s i ide  dov , ,n .

cent res ,  becouse th is  then g ives  you f ree  occess  oround most
o f  the  bo l l

Dr i l l i ng  the  k inked ho le  i s  no t  os  d i l f i cu l t  os  i s  sounds F i rs i  :

cen t re  os  ind ico ted  on  the

rr rF i:X;:,,':i3:"r:i :f, ;
fuse  w i re  ih rougn rne
k inked ho le ,  b ind  the  end fo  ' .

t h e  s i r i n g  o n d  t h e n  p u l l  t h i s
th rough Use th ick  wh i te
s i r ing  ond knot  th is  w i th  o
{ i n g e r  l o o p  o t  e o c h  e n d  s o
iho l  i t  connot  s l ip  th roug l r  i .1 r
b o l l  i f  t h e  k i n k e c l  l - o l :  . ' ; ,
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o s c i : - : :
b reck ,  i r - rc . i , .
t h i s  r e o l l y  s i r o u ' o
not  be
necessory  Po in i
the  bo l l  in  c r
b r i g h l  c o l o u r
such os  red ,
yei lowi green or
o l u e
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NOW here 's  o  reo l l y  s imp le  s tock ing  f i l l e r

which chi ldren love io ploy with, '  ono ott

vou need is o lengih of 65mm \l ' /2tn')

i Ir"r" *. i i "n t ir iber '  You con either

;;k;""; ; ; i ;  hordwood such os beech'

elm or cherry, or you con use o soflwood

r".n . .  pi"" i{  i t  ls intended to point i t '

i " f-r"t" 
"rL 

t*.  woys o{ moking ihem -

either from seporote discs of wood wrTn o

;H ; ; ; " i ; le  t i xed  ocross  ihe .midd le

"i".".ni""a 
from ihe sol id The { irst

me ihod is  more  t tn lcKy ,  ond i i  i s  much

"ol iui i"  
.o.hine them whole' You con

e i iher  tu rn  them uP b

better st i l l ,  turn o sPig
mounf  ihe  wood b loc

ihe Yo-Yo oxis to moke

ond second lY to  hove o

{o i r l y  nor row gop in  the  midd le  (4mm)

r,If'"'r" tn" thrJod is secured Yo-yos hove

o tendency  io  b ind  occos iono l l y  on  tne

. ide  *o l l s ,  ond by  mok ing  the  gop no ' iP*

if . i .  * i t t  loroelv ol leviote the problem lne

6".t  ." td t6 use is o ihin str ing doubleo

;;* ' th o sl iP knot sni sver the Yo-Yo

o l t " ,  ona o  i ing" r  looP t ie  o t  the  toP '

ii"iJrlln" hord"wood ones off with

t"" i i "g  t . . l " i  ond f  i t t ion pol ish '  ond

o.i"ttf i '" softwood ones in Ploin ,,
d is i inct ive colours such os red/  ye l low'

green or  b lue '

FI  TT; I ;
r \*r \*J 1 !, A, (.)f.{G T#".'

il 1# "-i""5: rut : *lj; : frt #f "T li : ltt ;illii:i;:5;, "
Body 1 ofl
Wheels 4 ofi
Bonnet 1 ott
Pegmen 4 otf

180 by 80 by 32mm
100 by 42mm sq
80 by 60 by 12mm
80 by 38mm sq

(7leby 3%by 1%in.) softwood
(4 by l%in. sq.) beech
(3/,by 2%by'/zin) softwood
(3/eby 1%in. sq; beech

E 
t '  ' ,Wff i ; , . :  

$ r . . ] i

@

PRACTICAL .wOO 
D\^,..-,O-OD\^/ORKING, DECEMBER 1994



BALANCING
CLOWN
BALANC \G toys come in ol l  sorts of
shopes ono s izes .  The one here  is  o  c lown
stond ing  on  iop  o f  o  to l l  pos t  ond,  when
gen i ly  ousned,  he  w i l l  bob  obout  os  ihough
on o  n igh  w i re .

Support post
Begin  by  mok ing  ihe  suppor i  pos t ,  tu rn ing

th is  f rom o  leng ih  o {  75mm (3 in . )  squore
section oine mounted between centres. Turn
o poro l le l  sec t ion  e i ther  end ond then toper
down the middle port towords the top os
ind ico ted  in  the  drowing .  F in ish  the  pos t  by

o  smol l  recess  in  the  top  where  the
c lown w i l l  s tond,  ond ou t  o  decoro t ive
groove in eoch of the porol lel secl ions. As
on olternotive, o simpler construction is to
turn two 22mm (%in.l  thick end discs to the
diometer shown, ond connect these with o
13mm (Z in . )  dowel  pos t .

Clown
The clown is mode up {rom pieces of

hordwood os shown in ihe drowing. The
body is turned from o length of 32mm
(1 Z in . )  squore  sec t ion  t imber  mounted
between cenires. The iwo legs ore mochined

from o length of smoller section i imber, ond
fi t ted into holes dri l led in the bodv piece. The
orms ore similorly turned from o short piece o{
hordwood, ond this is then cut down the
midd le  w i fh  o  p ie rc ing  sow 1o moke the  po i r .
These ore then cleoned uo ond f i t ted to the
body sides which ore locol ly f lottened to suit .  At
th is  s toge dr i l l  3mm (%in . )  d iometer  ho les  in
ihe  hond pos i t ions  ond 5mm (%ain . )  d iomeier
ho les  o t  the  shou lder  ends .  Moke smol l  tooer
pegs to f ix the orms to the body ond then glue
the  orms on .

Bolonce wire
The clown is bolonced bv o wire hoop which

posses through ihe clown's honds with o
bo lonce we igh t  p loced on  e i ther  end.  I  hove
t r ied  us ing  cone hoops bu t  {ound the
orrongement rother too f lexible ond prone to
breokoge.  A  leng ih  o f  3mm (%in . )  d iometer
s tee l  w i re  i s  bent  to  o  200mm (8 in . )  rod ius ,
ond locol ly stroightened where i f  posses
through the  hond ho les ,  For  the  bo lonce
weigh ts  two 35mm (1%in . )  d iometer  wooden
bolls con either be purchosed or turned to suit ,
ond these ore glue f ixed onto the ends o{ the
wire hoop. To bolonce ihe clown, geni ly rotote
the wire hoop bock ond {orth ond when the
bolonce is r ight, f ix this with o spot of super
g lue  opp l ied  to  ihe  hond ho les  F ino l l y  po in t
the  c lown,  w i re  hoop ond pos f  in  b r igh t
decorotive colours to oersonol choice.

Support post '1 ofi 280 by 75mm sq (1 1 by 3in. sq.) softwood

Body 1 ofl 88 by 32mm sq. (3lzby 1/tin. sq\ beech

Legs 2 ott 1 00 by 1 Omm dia. (4 by 'hin ) beech

Arm 1 off 60 by 16mm sq. (2%by %in sq\ beech

Balance wire 1 ofl 630 by 3mm dia. (25 by %in. dia.) steel

Balance weight 2 ott 35mm dia (l%in. dia.) softwood
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