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Justthetncket
To Pat Elliott trams are a transport and this version based

on the early type shown below provided her with inspiration for a
competition entrY

of delight,

HE inspir,uion for this loy
came from reading about
early transport in the
Kingston area in our local

newspapcr- Aparl from the obvious
attraction of Sopwith's aircratt faclory".
therc lvas also thc A.C carworks rlr
nearby Thames Ditton. Thc article
also covered thc long and complicated
sk)ry of how thc tramways came to
Kingston after much resistance.

I have a sofl spot for lrams and
decided to attempt a hasic\€rsion in
wood. The modelis in tact based on
rhc first tram to cntcr Kingston in l9{)6
,rllhough the deli8n is very largcly
simplified for strcnSth and saltty .rs it
was intendcd io be a toy.

I decided that all parts of dre tram
should be easilv accessiblc to small
fingers and. be;ring this in mind. I
designed i t  sothar thc top deck and
roolwere removrblc.  l  he roof$' i l l
tllso fit the lowcr dcck so thal a chikl
can playwi lh thc tram asaContinenlal
slyle single dcckcr model.

Construction
Wilh initial ideas worked out in

bals.r and card. thc simplified loy
shaDes were drnwn out for lranslerrinc
ontb the wood. Roof. uppcr and lowci
deck have a common shaiJe. Nilh rhe
roofand lo\rer deck bcing gmm ply
and thc rpper deck 6mm- Upper sides
and lower sides have similarshapes
and window cul-ouls. although the

widths ofthcse pieces var! wilh lhe
lower sidcs beins made uD From lwo
thicknesscs of4;m ply to lbrm the
recesscd space belo* ihc windows. in
all cuses it pays to shape up the parts
$irh lhe cumponents srnd\\ ' iched
tocc'her wi idoN aperture( crn al \o
btcut our in this wav \Yith 8mm holes
drillcd ar the bottoni corners to give
neat rounded corners, Th{] same
\haping rnd f in ishing procedure also
rppl ie\  rL\  rhe four deck doo|s.

TaDc the loNcr cabin components
tosericr in a dry assembl! for
Do_sitionins ccniralh on the lower
ileck. andTir the 6nim ply inner floor

ofthe cabin- Cut-outs for the slreet
stcps can also be mirrkcd out.

U-shapcd pieces for the ends musl
be birndaawn eiihcr from the solid or,
as hcrc- from blocks made up ofa
!ross'piece rvirh rwo legs. Thickncss
r.ound the curvc is 9mm and ihc etact
\hirpc should be trxced from thc
rrrkcdour deck n) thrt  ai  onc cnd i l

x l rut t \  lht  cabin wl l l  rnd ai  thc other
t ini \hr\  l lurh s i th thc nep s cu!-out.

An ufpcr l ramc$ork to go above
thc $ indo\s is fornrcd from two strips
ofhccch S b) 5mm and 9 by4mm in
\ccri()n glucd rogethcr to form nn
L-ihirped section with the lipto be
slued to the insidc wal lof thccabin.
Wirh al lparts chcckcd forgood f i t ,  thc
cr lr in comDonents rre clucd toaethcr.

Thc spi ialsnircase i i  made l iom
sc\ cn pieces ot I l rnm ply l4 by l6mm.
Ini l ia l  assemhly \houU hc with
double,sided lape so that adjustments
can bc made to thc dcsree ofsniral
rn( l  the height uf  lhc t-op step irn bc
plancd do\!n ro bc c ') , !ct l )  levelwi lh
lhe underside of thc topdeck-

Scats are formcd from sitips of pine
orsim;lar mater ial in i t ia l ly cut into two
wcdge-shaped scctions flnd then glued

-Assemblyof 
lower dcck starts with

gluing on the inner f loor.  adding lhe
cabin hox xnd then the tram cnds,
checking the fit bcfore gluing.

To finish the lowcr section.lhe frcnt
and r€ar street stcps are formed from
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r  \  ' | -L \ r  1 . .  c l | lcd ro rhc undcrs ldc ot
i  r -  :nr l  !nd upfer  d, :ck aI  the inner
. , , J  n c r  r . i  t h e  c a b i n  b o d i e s  l h i s
.  r ' ,Lr l i l  gn e !  snug f i l  Io  . r \  o id ihe foof
. , fL l  to t r  d !ck c. i ln in{  of f  to . r  e  r ( i1 \

From . r  scr  rp 0 i  t Inm ph.  f ( r rn]  rhc
t r iL .L l tu) f  \hr t t f  s$ i \ .1  p l ! tc .  A 1- lmm
l.nqrh ( i l  . lnrnr  d(^r . l  r \  in \cr1. 'd  inro

lnr  .d  l rom !  nr tch inq \haped p iec€
r l  l5r rnr  t )eech.  cur  d iagonal l i  to  g ive
|  $e( l !e  shape a ' rd dr i l led. lmln
through the s ide - { t  the h igh cnd t !kc
rn xnghd cur  and fore\h( inen thc
oth. r  end b\  l5n]nr  ( lu t  rh. l , .ech
$edge inro ihre€ . 'qur lp icc.s

No$ add th€ \mr l l  p ior .uding r r  r I
do$el  Io  rhe top and a lso dr i l l  tor  and
qlue in  the 171)mm length lbr  Ihe
!onduc{of  rod ! \ i th  protecr ive be. td or
thc cnd.  Jo i f  t l re  thr  ec p iece\  \ ! i th
l rnnr  do\ !c l  th .n.  r l rcr  prr ing lo
€nsrre th(  c .  l r ! l  f icce c!n mo\e u l
rnd df$ n.  g lue rhe oLr ter  wedges Io
lh.  ph rhape.  A 5rhm piece o i  ih ick
r l i r \ r i .  brnd s l i i  ior  inser txr .c  over  the
top d$\dL p lo! idej  thc spr ing tension
t . '  k .et  rhc pr j le  in  thc r . t ised posi l i r ,n
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Th.  srr \c l  t l r tc  is  \crcw.d n i  th .  rx) l
r l lo \  iJrS ju \ r  e.ough pLy Lo r l lo \ r  rL r ( i

l in ish ing
FinLr l l \  rdLi  the - ( I lu l l  mould ing

l \ ln i rL l  p ic l r re n lould iDe cut  do\ \n)  nr
l ,n  r l ( ing the undefs ide of  l l r \  e f  cab
b! l ! ) \  (he $ indows

Prrn r  r  $ ide st r ip  ofcolour  r roLrn i l
crh\  and r )undcd.ndi  f  i I t  ( i r  i tn in
olner  Par ls  as l .u  \ rsn f i lu \  rn\
lc l ler ins or  r run( i . ' r i  rnd gr \ .  lhrc.
cor ls  o i  pol \  ure ihrr :  nrat t  \  arJr ish to
r l l  non p l in ted or  ler lcred far ts
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L-shaped secl ron around lop o l  cab n nomiwost f ipsof9 by
4mn andS by5mm sect ion g luedtogether .
@
upsrarrs sears r rom rumm square secnon marei ra wf ih 32mm

ffi
oddments  o l4mm doweland pro loc l i ve  ba  l io r  end o t

hou d  na  a lono lowers  des .
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-  i dowapedu ,es67 ,35mm
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