Stop throwing away your scraps!
Jack Hudson shows a way to build
up a regular supply of children’s
blocks at zero cost
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Fig. 2 The wheoks set
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besfore (hat of WoodWorks, Rave

H praatly increased play valuae
Eheres sire o e Building Elocks Lo load
i -and tp out.

The sizeof e common British brick
wias cloverly thought oul and aroge
directly fram the Imperial system of
measurement where 12 inches could be
halved, quartared o even dividad into
thirds, The decimal systei does not
take kindly to fractions! It was 8 Inches
x 44 Inches x 3 Inches, Inother words
the width was half the length-and the
thickness one-thired-of the length: This
enahled attractiva and strong bonds to
be warkecl out farany type of wall,

Far yaur children’s play hlocks Yo
must decitde uponsa modola at the
outset, and stick to b G0mm « 30mm 8
20mm s Bxaellent, From noseon you
will throw all your wasle scraps into |

= shed ur comeruntl] youare reatly [0
render them: down: Then with v ungsler
carbide blade you will produge o plangr-
finish straight from the saw which will
only nesd a bit of sanding to make them
ready-touse, =

if you have a radial anm saw 5o much
thie better. Set the rip to 20mm and
stream evenvthing through, redusing all
yalr lumber to that thickhess, Places:
that are hlg enough to go throlgh both
wavs-will produce square sectlons.
Hricks-are processed by setting vour rip
in-20mm. With exparience you will soon
firrl ihat somes scraps [Bnd thamselves
more to one shApe than another, [ you
have & fathe it is beller o meke Lhe
square sechions oversize Lo lurm inlo
oylmders or omamenlal colunins,
Olherwise you might purchase: a length
of dowelling and cut that up for
cofumns: The arches are cut out with a
Jigsaw fretsaw of coping saw,

(S Figura 1)

Flg. 1 The sight different shapes:- Yeilow whoie brick. bive haltbrick. Remove all sharp comers by
AETO RrGhG Fodl sl erasn nrlnmies, Al frigngie and Eresn small rounding off on a sander and give the

blocks a hand finlsh with sandpaper.
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Finishing

This is essential to an attrastive Wy
The finishes described here will also be
applicable to other wooden toys you
might wish to make: Because vou arg
uging off-cuts there will be a wide variety
of different woods from the woodshed,
bt thet doss not matter.

Whatewar you do you must he
dbsaalutely sure that all finishing
malerials are completely safe and non-
tomic for childrer.,

For atlractive colourd you might try
Rustin's Colourdlaze, |1 15 availabla In the
primary colours, plis grey, Hack and
white haze. Thoso satin colours do nol
obliterate the grain of woud as painl
would. The colours are strong bul mey
ha raduced to pastel shades with the
White Hare or mixed together to form any
shada. In the examples shaown In the
picturas hare | liphtenad the blug with
some White Hazre and madae the rec
brighter by adding about LO% of yellow,
{8 Figure 35

A partect Hiniesh is ;o dasirahla
alyjective, bul, you are nol teying to
produce plastie rubbish, so oo nob worry
oo mudh if your work bearg ha hane
made fabel. ILis B good kg o make a
rough wooden lrame covered with old
mylan net curtain o stand Lhe blogks on
as thoy are coloured,

Paint three sides and put each ane o
dry an the nylon mash, When touch dry,
tum them aver and paint the other three
sides. Tedlous? you might think so, but
in the long run doing a Job properly s
naarly always the quickest, Two coats will
ba neaded and [Fyau have dark
hardwnods it is best 1o glve them & coat
of the White Haze hafore applying the
colour
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Tools for the job

Lo
&3y ar hand saws:
¥ Hule

When the blocks ame coloured Lo you
satisfaction try a finishing coat of
Rustin's acrylic clear vamish, This acrylic
resin is extremely durable and, ke
plastic emulslon palnt, Is waterbasad
drying within the haur,

In fact, depanding on the type of off
cuts ol normally ohtaln, you may prafer
to keap tha natural wonod finlsh and usa
the varnish anly withoul colours,

Hlocks macde eom naturel woocks have
# very pleEsEIng AppHaranas,

(Sea Figure 4

The Beauly gl il all s thel vou Bre only
Usiig up weste scraps and Hns (s e dood
plage o experiment with differem
colours and [inishes.

Safety
It |5 worth adding that these products
are recommended with confidence, not
anly for their easea of use, but hecalse
they have been officlally tasted and glven
a Certificate of Canfarmity under tha
1989 Toys (Safety) Reguiations and
confirm with BS.5665, [
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