| 3. Parting the stem ta about §in.

5, Muorging the stam and the bulb. &. Cutting the other half of tha bull.
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a spinner

VWooden tays have a warm and
friendly quality that their metal
equivalents seldom equal. In this
project David Elford takes us
through the steps in producing one
of the oldest and most durable of
these traditional and delightful
playthings.

CME OF THE MOST POPLLAR and well-
provon toys of all tima 1s undoubtably the spin-
ning top. The ancient Egyptians made them
from potiery, the Homans from bone, and 0
one farm ar anather they hawve boen cast, spun
anc whippad dewn the centuries over Sinoe,
and still Lthey give as much fun and fascination
as they aver did,

Thea terning described in Lhis project iz quita
straightforward and the finished ohbject por
forms well and is very easy 1o use. Given @
good g it will spin on a smooth, hard surface
for sevaral minutes, The complete lop, which
consists of thres saparate turned parts plus o
length of leather thonging, is best turned
between centres in bwo stages. | did try to ac-
complish the project using A woodscraiw
churk, but the preblems were many, and tha
advanlages few.

A5 wilth all turning projects the choice ol
timbar i3 important  both o practically and
aesthatically, | usad a piece of old ook table kg
for the lap illustratad as you can see frenm
phata 1, but in the past have mada them from
wew, ash, cheery, plum and. many other tim-
biors. Bt whichaver wood you usa malg surea it
is hard; reagsanably heavy, and above all atirac
tive 3o that the ond resclt is an object of
natural beauty as well osa toy,

Tha finishad length ot the lup is din with &
maximum diamatar of 1L4in., the handic 31 by
2in,, and the ball Hn. diameter. Handle and ball
ars turned from the same piece of stock. The
larger hlank should be about Sin. long by 13in.
square, and the smallar B4in. leng by Tin
StjUare.

Prapare the Blanks for tuming betwean
centres then drill B hele to a depth of Tindin the
tailstock end of the emaller blank. This is to be
tha holy throogh the centre of the ball so
ehould be ot suficient bore to accommaodaie 8
pizce of laather thonging; 1in. may well da
quite ricely. :

And so oo the fuming. Raugh down the
largar biank 1o w cylinder slightly over the
finished maximum digmeter {photo 1), than
mark the essantial feawres of the design
Iphote 2). The maximum diameter should be
about 110, in (or upl from tha tip—it |s Imper-
tAnt to have 8 low gentre of gravity or the g
will not padoem well. Part tho stom in b
places 1o a little cwver the finished diamote of
0. Iphote 31, then with a §in. or Fin. spindle
geuga cut away the waste [phote 4L Yaou will
find the rasiast way 1o do this will be to oot in
npoth directions {not at the game time . Having
craated @ oylindrical stem the naxt stage is to
farm the bulbous part of the Lop and menga it



—

into the stem. Starling fron a little to the right
aft the Jine- marliny  maxsimom digmetas of
finished fop start to torm this shape, which n
valvas swinging the gouge nicely and evenly
from a haad form Inte a gentle cove Iphate 51
Wlien this is completed to your satisfaction tha
business end of the lop can be lackled, To the
left of the remaining pencil line part dawn to
ahont fyin. then form tha battam pare of tha
top with the spindle gouge |photo G). Tha
shape. and hence hand movemeant, is much the
samea as for the other side of the top iexcept of
course Ino reverse). Having completed this
shape you may-find itnacessary 1o re-mark tha
ponil ines indicating the length of the top, as
the origingl oneswill have booen ool awday, Tho
next thing is to round aver the tip either with @
small spindla gouga [phato 7). or a skew chisel,
bl be carcful 1o leave enoigh wood at the tip
12 deter it from prematurcly. parting company
with the waste. This part of the top is now
reacly for sanding and finishing, The llustrated
Llop roceived no more than a nouple of coats of
cellulose sanding sealer, burmished dry with a
palmful of shevings iphoto 8], although you
may prafer something in addition, such as wax
ar friction polish. Tha tap can now be parted off
{phato 8] and the ends cleansed op. The tip is
best finished off by hand sanding. Depending
oh the hardness of the timber used, it may be
advizable to fit a metal tip for lengevity: a small
dome hwacded nal is rother saitable; bul makie
sure it goes in centrally, [Fyou decide o have a
woaodan tip (which will last 2 good while and
ran always be re-shaped with sandpapar it's
besl o gel i looking goocd with abrasive paper
Inat too pointed, not tog Hatl, than spin the top
with waur fingers to test the tip. This can be
repaatad until the 1op warks parfactly.

Mow far the handle and hall, Mount the
pther pigca ol stufl Belween cenlres {with Tin
deep hale at the tailstock end) and rough it into
a oylinder just over #in. diameter. Mark tha
main Teatures [photo 1O then part the cove in
the handle e about o, and either side of
the ball to about £in. | used 8 zin. skew chisel
1o form tha ball fphoto 110, but you may find it
easiar to-use a small spindle gouge. Balls 1end
o b the most difficult tormed shapes 1o
master, and whon o malkiog oie | lind il helpsto
bear in mind the regularity of the curve, and
hanca the uniformity of toal handle mavement,

Having made the ball {or at least some: ap-
praximatian of 8 ball nick the storl of the cove
with'tha paint of a skew chizel {photo 121, then
form ana half of tha cova with a small spindle
goune [photo 13), Round over the “handle”
part of the handie and in e same cut forme the
ather half of the cove (photo 148)—alwgether o
kind af aver and undar movermnent, To the left
nf the handla part down to about Fin than
round ower The handie end (photo 1G] With a
skew chisel plane the cvlindrical part ol the
handla smacth and parallel [phete 16). Sand
and finish, then separate-handla from ball and
clean up the ands, Dol oo hele: through (he
cylindrical part of the handie (Zin. gives enoagh
clearance), then ancther ane nzar the top of
the stam [far leather thonging), and tha project
is almast complate, All that ramains ta ba done
i 1 pags o length of eather thonging, knotterd
ol one end, through the ball. Leathor is morg
suitable than string or cord because it dogsn't
fray. A good length is about 18in. If you dan't

have any thenging you could cut your own
lsurprigingly easy with @ rezor knite and o stee|
rule}, or maybea buy a pairof leathar baot laces.

Ao now you have a spinning tap. Good luck

9. Parting throunh. { Hand ready to cotohit.) I

15. Rounding over end of handle.

10, Marking the features of handie and hall.

18, Planing cylindrical part of the handle,
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