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By P. H. ALDEN

ALTHOUGH STEAM TRAINMS are an
anachronism, and Lhe iron horse is now
represented on Hritish Rail by a  [ew
residual workings, the toy train is still a
considerable favourite with bays,

This toy train sel, comprising loco-
motive, wagon and guard’s van, wis meade
from scraps of ply {mostly 9mm) and a
block offcut, which was turned on the
Jathe to form the boiler,

The train possesses an unusoal feature
inasmuch as there dre no wheels. These
can be a constunt problem on toys becauss
they sometimes Fail Lo revolve, or get
broken, ar just fall off! They have been
replaced on this train set by rollers, which
in practice perform very much  better
on the sitting room carpel, where many
an aspiring enging driver handles his Arsl
locomolive.

{hassis——or [rames i railway jargon—
of all three units are similar in construc-
tion, being made up of a ply platform and
two side rails drilled to take the roller
axles. Axle holes must be in alignment,
go if you make a train sel like this it is
advizable to drill the side rails while they
are held together in paics in the vice.

| used a lathe (o o the boiler but a
circular form can be produced by sawing
i square block to octaponal form then
using # plane to reduce it 1o a evlinder,
It requires a “fal’ along the botioni so
that it can he more castly glued and
serewed to the base,

Chimney und steam dome are made from
dowel of suitable diameter and glued into
stub mortises drilled in the boiler.

Il vou have no drill larpe cnough o
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Identical undarframes and rollers on
truck and guard’s van as used on engine.

St | :

* Height of sides on box truck
(Print exterior yellow—interior white)

-

make the jin. diameter spectacles—cab
windows—they could be cul out with a
fretgaw, or roughly circular holes could be
chopped with a }in. chisel and bhrought to
shape with a rasp.

Motice that the sides and ends of the
wagon and guard’s van overlap the base
to conceal the ply edges.. In assembling
the guard’s van the [ollowing sequence is
advised : partitions, cnds, sides, then top,

Thers are two ways of making the rollers
free to revolve—allowing the axles (}in,

dowel) to rotate in the ralls; or permitting
the rollers 1o lurn on Lhe axdes, [ehose the
former method, so after drilling the rollers
a droplet of glue was squeezed into the
holes and the dowels were passed through
the rails and into the rollers. Surplus glue
was removed immediately fo avoid a
“breakdown™ on the trial run,

Wearly all painis are now. non-losic,
bul if you deeide to use up some old stoff
make sure it is lead-free, For a mood
finish and esse of application the com-
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ponents should be painted betore asscmbly.
Use a primer, undercoat and at least two
zloss lop coals Tor o quulily finish, This
kind of toy takes a lot of bashing—and
undoubtedly it will be involved in a few
“rrashes’—so the more paint the batter,

Couplimgs can be simple hooks und eves, :

such-az I uzed, ar if respect for authenticity
is desired a single link from a-chain Aued
e an eve allached Lo one vehicle can
engape with a hook on the following
vehicle,
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