WOODTURNING

Woodturner
Toymaker
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Phil who taught us
all we know about

making clever toys,
turns turtle with this
lively little fellow who

so far has managed to

escape the soup bowl

. demand keen tools and frequent resharpe

This wood doesn’t take too kindly to abrasiv
papers, Once off the lathe, about one third o

 the ‘egg’ is sliced off and the underside of the

workpiece faced on the belt sander (which
quickly clogs, so it is best to use a belt that is
on its way out rather than a brand new one

- Shock horror! cries of protest, whata
- wasteful way of working — a whole third
discarded! I beg to differ. Even though it was
buckshee, this portion won’t be used to light
 the workshop stove, nothing terminal for
goodness’ sake.

~ We are in the reincarnation business, it is

_ bound to resurface in some future concoction
1 did consider slicing the thing in half and
attempting twins, but there really wasn’t

__enough room for the undercarriage and the

overall effect would have been a spot squat
anyhow.
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First I used a drill, made a couple of entries

: and then tidied the aperture with a chisel.

Holes were drilled through the wall
front and rear to accommodate
the free moving head and tail.
These extremities are
turned between centres. I

used




, rosewood because of its culcur and
ngs —gree y—brawn with black lines.
nm af the head is ﬂattened on the belt

tmg A ISmm‘{S/Sm,‘) drill is used
rm the neat curves at the ends of the slots
waste removed by sawing up to the
es from each end. A sharp chisel and
abrasive wrapped around an old dowel is used
for the finishing. Small holes are drilled all
the way through the sides to locate the axles

-and then the block is sawn through (the cut

runs through the centre of these two holes) so
that a section about 6mm (1/4in.) is removed.
Now for the metalwork. Shrug on the ‘
protective clothing, out with the oxyacetylene
tackle, joking, just joking — but for years
I’ve been a strongly prejudiced purist. You

could run a metal detector over most of the
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 toys I have ever made and it wouldn’t register
a flicker.

The fact is, I'm veering in the opposite
direction currently and getting involved in
mixed-media productions. Truth to tell, there

just wasn’t room to use anything but metal
parts. I made the axles from a piece welding

rod which, although it was the right diameter,

~ was tough and hard to shape. After

shillyshallying around, applying the pliers, I
realised that coat hanger wire would have
done just as well and is much more malleable.

The head and tail

These are linked to the axles by modified
(slightly squashed) screw-in eyelets, the kind
you buy for curtain wires. The wheels are
22mm (7/8in.) in diameter and 6mm (1/4in.)
thick. Spin a scrap of hardwood to size and
part them off one by one. Mark the centres
with a brad point while the work is revolving,
it’s easier and much more accurate than trying
to locate them later. They are drilled with

~ blind holes to accept the cranked axles, and

the head and tail links are slipped over the
axles before the wheels are attached with
epoxy resin adhesive. The whole
undercarriage assembly is held together and

' attached to the shell with a woodscrew. If,

like me, you find the exposed head of this
centre screw offensive then cover it. It would
have been nice to have counter-sunk and
plugged the hole with a pellet produced by a
plug cutter, but the bottom ‘plate” is only
‘6mm (1/4in.) thick. So, rather than risk
building in an unnecessary weakness, I settled
for capping it with a very thin turned button.

_ Don’t glue it into position until a dry run has

convinced you that everything about this
hard-backed novel number is
hunky dory.
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